The Great Gatsby
Chapter II
Vocabulary
· 1 to e
· 2 to a
· 3 to c
· 4 to b
· 5 to f
· 6 to g
· 7 to d
In sentences 
1. Oculist 
2. Hauteur 
3. Languid 
4. Contiguous
5. Strident 
6. Incessant 
7. Indeterminate 
Questions
1. The valley is a desolate place where ashes of New York are dumped and consists of lowly people who work there. Living in this place can be taunting as it lacks the appeal and lushness that may support satisfactory living. It is all grey, wasted and unproductive. 
2. Mr. Wilson is the husband of Myrtle who is Tom’s lover. He was handsome and averagely devoted to make a living. He suits the life of the valley because of the lifelessness or lack of ambition within him. He also runs a garage, symbolic of the dirt and waste associated with the valley. 
3. Myrtle is attractive in her body physique, well-behaved and full of feminine energy. Her personality seem to carry a fascination of New York as opposed to the valley of ashes. 
4. Apart from her physical beauty that might attracted him to her, Tom might have seen some other values like kindness. While Tom did love Myrtle is highly likely that she would have substituted Daisy as a wife. Tom and Daisy go way back in time and he would just replace his wife in a beat. To a greater extend, he is ‘loyal’ to his wife and even protective to a point of assaulting Myrtle when she taunted him about Daisy. 
5. Here, Nick expressed that loved and hated Manhattan life in equal measure. There was glamor and richness of life but also the materialism meant lots of emptiness to what appealed to him as an individual. It is a kind of love-hate relationship he had with Manhattan. 
6. It meant that Tom was protective of his wife and did not want to hear his lover taunt or complains too much about her. It also means that Tom is impulsive to protect what he holds dear.

Question for discussion
The doctor’s big eyes staring at the desolate valley of ashes could symbolize a higher power. They appeal to the eyes of God looking down as the moral decay that existed in the early twentieth society. This is true especially by placing the billboard in the waste lands to show the vanity and self-destruction associated with the human race. 
Literary Device- Simile
1. The author compares ashes to the growth of what in gardens, ridges and hills. 
2. The role of this comparison to show the irony in the story. While he uses a utopic example, in real, however the valley of ashes is dystopic; sad, tasteless, poor and unproductive. It also reveals how the valley has poor folks as compared to rich ones like Tom and Nick from downtown New York City. 
Writing activity
I heard a car pull up in late afternoon and later I realized that two men were talking to my husband Wilson. I welcomed them and asked my husband to pull up chairs. One of them, Tom, my lover, orders me to take the available train to New York City. There we meet at the Morningside Heights apartment which has always been our rendezvous point. A party is going on with my sister Catherine and the McKees. We get to conversations and drinking. Tom gets me a new puppy but all I think about is his wife Daisy. Unable to bear with me for asking me about her, Tom smacks me in the face breaking my nose. I am deeply angered and it turns very awful and the party abruptly ceases. 










Chapter III
1. To f
2. To c
3. To b
4. To d
5. To a
6. To e
7. To g

1. Corpulent
2. Permeates
3. Convivial
4. Innuendo
5. Homogeneity
6. Subterfuges
7. Prodigality
Questions
1. To be keep his status a mystery and thereby creating a hunger for readers to explore more so that they can find out who this mysterious figure really is. 
2. Nick figured that Gatsby was rather formal in his way and very exclusive despite being the host. He was however, quite warm and welcoming as he talked to him. 
3. Gatsby embraced formal speech while everyone else had let their guards down and enjoying the party. Secondly. Gatsby was rather withdrawn in that instead of mingling with the guests, he would watch them in silence. 
4. The author used it to reveal the recklessness and how it has dire consequences. 
5. It showed that Jordan is very arrogant and dishonest. She cares little about other road users and that makes her reckless and dishonest in her ways. 
6. Nick terms himself an honest man because he really values about human behaviors and how they affect their progress. Ultimately, Nick Caraway is the character who stands up, not allowing the materialistic life to derail him and stays sober as he honestly deals with other people in the story. 
Questions for discussion
1. I believe that the main reason was that Jordan was close to Daisy and she was a bridge that he could use to get the attention of Daisy. Simply amazing confidence refers to the how suitable Gatsby finds the friendship of Jordan as it would eventually help him reunite with Daisy. 
2. No, I would not. The author has depicted it in a negative light such as people running rumors around, the detached host and excessive rowdiness. 

Literary elements
1. The setting was in Gatsby residence showing the description of the afternoon which the party is set to begin. 
2. The descriptions are: 
· The lovely blue gardens through which the visitors walked as they came in. 
· A high tide favorable to bring in guests by boat
· The setting up of a bar full of liquor and gins
3. As darkness covered the land due to the setting sun, the lights got brighter improving the mood for the party. 

Writing activity
	Gatsby’s Party


	Sight
	· Lights grow brighter
· [Nick] dressed up in white flannels

	Hearing 
	· the air [was] alive with chatter and laughter
· the orchestra [was] playing yellow cocktail music

	Touch 
	· She held my hand impersonally 
· Jordan’s slender golden arm resting in mine

	Taste
	· the juice of two hundred oranges

	Smell 
	· spiced baked hams



Writing using sensory images
In the hot summer in past couple of years, I joined a hiking team for a weekend get-away. I dressed in a hiking gear full with my new and spotlessly clean running shoes. The morning was dense and hot when we started. With everyone in ocean blue t-shirts, we looked so lovely. As we went up to the mountains, fatigue started getting hold of us. We got all sweaty and smelly but we pressed on. My lips got dry and even my saliva tasted sour, yet we had to dehydrate at a certain point. We pressed on and on, until we reached our destination where we had to set camp. Tired and hungry, the water tasted as sweet as life and the aroma of marinated goat meat that awaited us, send chills down my spine. It was a day to remember. 






Chapter IV
Sporadic
1. The irregular nature by which the rain fell. 
2. Happening sometimes; not regular or continuous:
Punctilious 
1. The accountant was very meticulous and keen. 
2. showing great attention to detail or correct behavior
Labyrinth  
1. The entrance of multiple paths. 
2. A confusing set of connecting passages or paths in which it is easy to get lost:
Disconcerting
1. the stares made the girl so uncomfortable 
2. making someone feel uncertain and uncomfortable or worried
Luxuriated
1. The plant blossomed or appeared healthier. 
2. To get great pleasure from something, especially because it provides physical comfort
Abstraction
1. The professor appealed to general teachings. 
2. The situation in which a subject is very general and not based on real situations
Juxtaposition
1. The arrangement of cars side by side. 
2. The fact of putting things that are not similar next to each other:
Succulent
1. Sweet and full of juice. 
2. Pleasantly juicy
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Questions
1. The author purposed to reveal more fun and diversity in the guests. It also exposed the nature or profile of guests most of whom are dishonest such as gamblers, rumor mongers, perverted and drunkards.
2. The car represents prestige and high social economic class which Gatsby enjoys. Also, it was sophisticated which may explain Gatsby’s personality as no one truly know who he is and source of his wealth. 
3. Gatsby wanted to set the record straight by allowing Nick a bit into his world. He wanted to be known and not misunderstood like all the other speculated about him. Nick’s response was normal and rational as he listened to the narration. 
4. He depicts the evil side of capitalism where any means to get wealth would not be justified but the end world- that he got rich, even at the experience of a million others. 
5. Daisy indulged herself in excessive drinking until she became numb the right before her wedding after getting a letter from Gatsby. After marrying Tom, she remained to faithful wife to Tom and they both went to a three month trip to South Seas. This implies that Daisy was in love with Lieutenant Gatsby and marrying Tom did not make her forget him. 
6. Gatsby was using his materialism to express his love to Daisy. Since she would love the house, she would definitely love him too. 

Question for discussion
I believe his feelings about Gatsby has changed now that he knows a lot about him. I, too, after deciphering the mystery around Gatsby, I more empathetic about him and especially about this love for his former lover, Daisy. Underneath his wealth and show of materialism, he is a man on a quest, to find love and genuine connection to Daisy. 
Literary device:
Flashback begins when Gatsby starts to tell Nick about his past including his love for Daisy when he was still in the army. It has been an effective tool to help a reader understand the personality and quest of Gatsby. 

Writing Activity
Nick’s statement captures his ultimate understanding of Gatsby and all the show of wealth. By saying that he comes alive, it means Nick has finally understood him in such a way that he has had to purpose to achieve after all. Gatsby’s wealth is a means to gain back a love that he lost, a love that haunts him and wealth alone cannot satisfy him. Thais is what Nick comes to terms with. 
